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April Program 
 

The March meeting/potluck was a huge success 
with a large turnout of members and guests and a 
great assortment of food.  

 
After the feasting, chapter president Ken Lehr 

and vice president Gil Wright gave a slide show 
presentation on their trip to Oshkosh where they 
attended the EAA Leadership Conference. 

For the April meeting, Don Newton will be giving 
a presentation of his 7/8 scale Newport Eleven 
projects powered by VW engines.  He will be 
including some demonstration of techniques, and 
discussion of how he overcomes some "issues" 
  

Near-by Up Coming Events 
 April 25, 1000 till 1400, UC Davis Airport 

Open House.  Chapter 52 will again have a 
concession set up.  Volunteers are still 
needed, call Ken Lehr if you can come out 
and help out. 

 May 2, the newly formed Rancho Murieta 
Chapter will be sponsoring a Fly-In/ Air 
Show/ Car Show on Saturday, May 2nd at the 
Rancho Murieta Airport. They want to do 
Young Eagle flights and would appreciate our 
participation. Sounds like that might be a fun 
event. 

_________________________________________________________ 
  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
By President Ken Lehr 

Spring is here, the weather’s great, 
and the flying season appears to be in full 
swing. There are a number of local 
aviation activities and events coming up 
in the next few months. You may be 
getting this newsletter just in time for the 
annual Open House at the U.C. Davis 
Airport on the 25th. We will be there with 

our concession trailer feeding the masses from 10 – 2 
pm. Stop by and check it out. 

Over at Rancho Murieta, their new EAA chapter is 
putting on an Airport Day Fly-In/Air Show/Car Show on 
May 2nd from 9am to 4, which sounds like it would be a 
short flight wit a reward of a good time.  

As most of you know, we will be at Mather with the 
Aluminum Overcast B-17 and a display of local warbirds 
on May 8-10. We’re keeping our fingers crossed for a 
successful weekend at Mather as that event is our 
primary fund raiser. 

Then on June 12th starts the Golden West Air Show 
at the Yuba County airport which I happen to be heavily 
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involved in doing the Young Eagles Flight Education 
program. 

I was out of town last week so I had to miss this 
month’s Board Meeting but I understand it went very well 
under the guidance of our vice president, Gill Wright. 
Thank you, Gill, for covering for me and for doing such a 
great job.  I also want to mention that Gill has jumped 
into our Aluminum Overcast project with both feet and 
has been negotiating with the County to allow us to bring 
in a few warbirds for display and to do Young Eagle 
flights. I really appreciate Gill’s stepping in and 
becoming our driving force. 

Another person that I want to recognize and 
acknowledge is Jamie Manalo, who happens to be the 
mother of Malu Manalo, who was recently awarded one 
of our trips to Summer Camp in Oshkosh this year. 
Jamie is very involved with the California Air Academy 
at McClellan as a parent and has been attending our 
General Meetings to offer her enthusiastic support as our 
link to the Air Academy students. I’m thankful that she 
chose to get involved with Chapter 52 and look forward 
to working with her as we build our relationship with the 
Air Academy. 

It has been suggested that we consider Monterey and 
the Aquarium as a fly out destination this Fall. I’ll be 
asking this question at our next General Meeting but 
wanted to get everyone thinking about it. How many are 
interested? 

I also understand that our Easter Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast was a big success with about thirty people 
showing up. I’m amazed. That’s okay, I wasn’t in church 
either. 

See you on the 28th. 
_________________________________________________________ 

Mysterious ways 
(A story by long time Chapter member Thad Shelnutt on the 
bonding aircraft have on people.) –ED- 

I received a call from David LeBaron the other day.  
David’s Dad (George) was the previous owner of Funk 
N89V.  I bought it from his Mom after George was fatally 
injured in an auto accident. Of course, David, a teenager 
at the time, (1976) would have preferred that N89V stay 
in the family until he became a pilot. 

 
Fast forward to the early 1990’s. 

 David got his pilot’s license and became a deputy 
Sheriff.  He even flew with me in N89V a time or two.  
Then N89V got damaged in 1995 and David stopped by 
my place occasionally to see how the restoration was 
coming along.  The neighbors were really curious about 
the sheriff’s cruiser parked in my driveway.  The gossip 
flew.  Meanwhile David was exploring every possible 
path to a transfer to the aviation group in the sheriff’s 
staff.  He was within days of getting his instrument rating 
when a federal grant enabled the sheriff to acquire 
additional aircraft and suddenly have a need for more 
pilots.  Mysterious!  Preparation meets opportunity. 

 
WHOA - who pushed fast forward again? 

I almost got whiplash!  It was time for my Biannual 
Flight Review.  I need to fly with a Certified Flight 
Instructor every two years to prove I still know how and 
keep my pilot privileges active.  I had arranged to fly 
with a CFI based on the airport where I keep my planes.  
The same fellow also did the annual inspection on N89V, 
so he was familiar with Funks.  He observed that if he 
and I, both weighing over 225, were in a Funk, then 
there is no room for fuel, we would be over weight. 

David called me the other day, to tell me that he got 
his Certified Flight Instructor rating.  So we went flying in 
N89V again (not over gross) and had a great time, nice 
lunch at Lodi, CA.  I also was VERY impressed with the 
tour of the Sheriff’s hanger and fleet of Navajo (twin), 
C210, C206, 5 helicopters (3 hueys, 2 smaller).  Advice 
to crooks; don’t mess with the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s men. 

Mysterious, blessed, whatever. 
  
Thad Shelnutt Funk N89V N41743, N41746, N332TS, 
N81109  

 
_____________________________________________ 

Young Eagles flight at McClellan 
On Saturday, April 11th, the Vacaville EAA chapter 

1230 conducted a Young Eagle rally at McClellan Field 
for the students at the California Aerospace Academy.  
Chapter 52 assisted with the event.  Jamie Manalo from 
the PTA of the California Aerospace Academy reported 
that they did a lot of publicity for the Young Eagles. As a 
result, with the aid of 7 planes, a total of  77 Young 
Eagles were flown from both the Air Academy and local 
residents. 

 
_________________________________________________________ 

Iris Taggart is tagged “THE QEEN OF 
AVIATION” by the Sacramento local Senior 
Spectrum magazine. 

Iris is featured in the April 7, 2009 edition.  Vol. 
38, No 14. (Sorry couldn’t find it on line, but will 
scan it and post at  http://rfecht.blogspot.com/ 




