
 
 

(Photo: T. Parker) 
Ch 52 Past President Ken Lehr flying Young Eagles a t McClellan Airport during the EAA B-17 visit.  Sto ry inside.    
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Chapter 52 General Meeting  May 25, 1930 at Sac Executive Airport 
Chapter 52  Pancake Breakfast   June 6, 0900 at Yolo County Airport Hangar (DWA) 
Chapter 52 Board Meeting  June 8, 1930 Sacramento Executive Airport 
Golden West Fly In and Airshow June 11, 12, 13 Marysville Airport (MYV) 
Chapter 52 General Meeting June 29, 1930 Sac Executive Airport 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

See us on the Web 
www.eaa52.org 

 

Young Eagles show their enthusiasm for flying  
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President’s Corner  – By Gill Wright.   

The simplest thing to say is congratulations to all of the 
members of chapter 52 for helping to create a very memorable 
weekend in hosting Aluminum Overcast at McClellan Field this 
past weekend. I guestimate over the three day event we had 
over 800+ visitors to see EAA’s B-17, Nancy’s Stearman, 
CDF’s OV-10 & S2T, Robinson R-44 helicopter, Cessna 152, 
and an AT-6 on static display. We had students, and Families, 
from the California Aerospace Academy, Civil Air Patrol 
Cadets, US Coast Guard Cadets, and Sac City Aero students. 
All were inspired by the heritage of Aluminum Overcast’s 
presence in our community. We had many Veterans and their 
families also visit us, and their stories added to the vitality of 
our event.  

Ken Lehr, Bill Wheelock , and David Love  flew 24 young 
Eagles, and Ward Marsh  and EAA Chapter 1230 flew an 
additional 89 Young Eagles for a very successful YE 
introductory flight event. (Note: at the time of writing this Prez 
Corner I have not had confirmation of these numbers, it is only 
what I heard on the ramp) All of the pilots, support crews, 
photographers, and CAA parents who cooked breakfast and 
lunch for the Young Eagle event need to have a heartfelt 
THANK YOU for supporting the opportunity to help the kids 
experience the dream of flight. A special thanks needs to go 
out to Greg Boggs  and Ray Manalo  for directing the CAP 
cadets in the marshalling of the aircraft in a safe and 
professional manner. Additional thanks also need to be 
extended to Bill Appleton  and the staff of McClellan Jet 
Services for guidance in the use of the ramp space for these 
events. 

In addition to the airfield events there was the Gala Dinner with 
the Big Band music of Trade Winds. It was a memorable 
evening of music, conversation, good food, and a great way to 
end a busy day on the ramp. I give a hats off bow of gratitude 
to Nancy Ginesi-Hill  and Jamie Manalo  for the time and effort 
they, and their husbands, put into planning, organizing, and 
producing this Gala Dinner, silent auction, and raffle for all of  

us to enjoy. Neil Morrison  opened the evening with a 
wonderful discussion of the unique history of the how the B-17 
flew missions during WWII. I was surprised to learn that the 
Luftwaffe was able to assemble a small squadron of B-17’s 
during the war from downed aircraft, and would infiltrate 
bombing missions over Germany to get the flight altitude 
information for the flak gunners on the ground!  

I would have never guessed that such an event happened in 
the history of aerial warfare, but it makes sense. It was an 
insight that can only be discovered when a community comes 
together and shares an event like hosting of Aluminum 
Overcast. When the Band leader brought all of the Veterans up 
to the front of the room and honored them by playing the music 
of each service branch, it deepened my appreciation of what 
EAA is for our aviation community and nation. There was a lot 
of work put out by a great group of people this weekend, I am 
humbled and very grateful for all of your contributions to this 
event. We have made some great strides in this year and I 
look forward to seeing all of you at the next general meeting on 
May 25th, where I hope we will have a slide show of this 

weekend’s festivities. 
_______________________________________________ 

 
Golden West Regional Fly-In 

 
The Golden West EAA Regional Fly-In 2010 is fast 

approaching!  Mark your calendars for June 11,12 & 13 
2010.  Please see the web site, www.goldenwestflyin.org for 
the latest details and info for signing up to become a 
volunteer.   
_______________________________________________________ 

Aluminum Overcast Gala   Chapter 52 sponsored a 
fund-raiser dinner and dance to “Big Band” music on 
Saturday, May 15th.  We would love to have some 
pictures for the next Wing Flap; and, if you have some to 
share with the group, please e-mail (compressed file size 
preferred) to Tom Parker for inclusion in the next issue 

Chapter 52 Officers and Board 
President Gill Wright 916 373-1924 
Vice President Nancy Ginesi-Hall 916 708-7572 
Secretary Bill Wheelock 916 421-4161 
Treasurer Rick Stockton 707 678-7271 

Board Members 
Mike Frint  916 683-7157 
Tom Phelps  916 457-1356 
Jim Heffelfinger  916 769-1819 
Jamie Manolo  916 991-3951 
Charles McGloughlin  916 689-7701 
Iris Taggart  916 455-4412 
Dennis Willerton  916 971-1723 
Advisors    
Tech Counselor Ed Martinson 707 446-7078 
Tech Counselor Greg Duda 530 268-0421 
Tech Counselor Rick Stockton 707 678-7271 
Chapter 52 Web Page    www.eaa52.org  
Web Master Steve Taylor 916 501-7058 
Newsletter Editor Emeritus 
Newsletter Cub Reporter 

Rolf Fecht 
Tom Parker 

530 
916 

666-4794 
204-4409 

E-MAIL (Rolf) catfxr@juno.com; (Tom)  commander.queeg@gmail.com 

Committee Chairpersons 
Young Eagle Flights David Love 209 951-6864 
 Bonnie Bramer  209 956-4240 
Education & Golden West Charles McGloughlin 916 689-7701 
 Don Griffay 916 744-1727 
Special Events Iris Taggart 916 455-4412 
Hangar Rental Etc. Mark Hannum 530 758-2031 
Hangar Construction Don Hatfield 916 725-0919 
 Bill Hollman 530 662-7673 
Fly-Out Coordinator Dave Hulse 916 391-2572 
Video Library David Love 209 951-6864 
Programs James Schelatz 916 427-5325 
Ways&Means  Available   
Pancake Breakfasts Hap Pischke 916 966-1346 
Hospitality Kathryn Hatfield   
Membership Hap Pischke 916 966-1346 
Publicity Open   
Sunshine Committee Kathryn Hatfield 916 725-0919 
Facility Engineer Don Hatfield 916 725-0919 
Flying Start Project Steve Taylor 916 501-7058 
Outings & Activities Ken Lehr 916 383-7153 
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Our annual visit from the EAA’s prized Aluminum 
Overcast  was just this last week.  It’s an annual treat to 
see and show-off this wonderfully maintained and fully 
flying historical treasure.  This year, we hosted the 
airplane and crew at McClellan Airport.  The change from 
Mather Airport allowed us to invite some display aircraft 
as well as to have Young Eagle flights nearby.   
 

 
 

A cough of smoke on number four engine (above 
photo) as the 1,200 horsepower Wright Cyclone roars to 
life.  In a moment, the WW II bomber will swing its tail 
toward us (and we will hold onto hats and clutch small 
pets in the momentary gale as it rumbles and lumbers 
away to the active runway for takeoff.) 

 
Those who rode in, or ground-toured, the airplane 

absolutely enjoyed the time in this flying museum, and 
among those who stopped by to admire the airship was 
Bill Henderickson.  Bill is a WW II pilot with an impressive 
1,700 hours in B-17s.  Bill, who was a B-17 instructor 
pilot, and who served primarily Stateside, struck up a 
conversation with Tom Phelps (himself a former bomber 
pilot from a different conflict). When asked about 
emergencies or harrowing moments, Bill cited a couple of 
times when the main gear collapsed, with the aircraft 
sliding to a stop with a grounded wing. 
 

 
Two bomber pilots, Bill Henderickson and Tom Phelps   
 

Young Eagle flights were a bright note for the 
weekend.  Dave Love  reported about eight aircraft in 
service on Saturday for Young Eagle flights, with a note-
worthy total of 101 Young Eagles given a firsthand 
introduction to the world of flying.  Congrats to Ken Lehr  
and Bill Wheelock , the Chapter 52  Young Eagle pilots! 

 
The turnout for Chapter 52 volunteers  was quite good, 
and it’s not possible to mention everyone (without  
 

 
 
publishing an insert).  Everyone pitched in and the 
airplane logistics and snack bar both went well. 
 

 
Chapter volunteers Earl Johnson, Martin Bol, and 

Bill Costa .  (Not shown, 2 dozen nearby doughnuts) 
 
EAA Crew  The Aluminum Overcast travels with flight 

and maintenance crew, all of whom work hard to keep 
the airship flying.  A few, of the many, pictured below. 

 

 
Dave Benedict, Bob Prior, and Phil Riter, EAA B-17 

volunteers all. 
 
Youth attendance. Our thanks to the many cadets 

from the Civil Air Patrol  who were in attendance and 
assisted with flight line orderliness.  (photo below) 

 

 
 
Also among the welcome young visitors in uniform 

were the Sea Cadets .  (photo below) 
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Ch 52 Mother’s Day Brunch?  By Hap Pischke 

 
The weather was as advertized, clear in 
the morning with light clouds and a bit 
breezy.   We had four fly-ins and  the 
rest drove.  Our second breakfast for the 
year was also, by coincidence a 
Mother’s Day Brunch!   And, in spite of 
weather iffiness and some Mom’s Day 
commitments, we still had a lively 
turnout of about 30 members and 
guests. It’s always great to see new 
faces among the familiar who fly and drive in for our 
pancakes and camaraderie.    After eating as usual a few 
people stayed around the hangar for hangar talk and the 
people that flew in thought it would be wise to head for 
home as the clouds were getting thicker and the 
likelihood of rain was getting closer.  I would like to thank 
everyone that helped set up including  Earl Johnson , 
Tom Phelps , Dorothy Flynn, and Alice Willerton.  
Please let me also extend thanks to Elizabeth Shelatz  for 
her expertise in pancake preparation, and to Rick 
Stockton  who did a masterful job on setting up the meat, 
pancake and OJ table as well as some K.P.  Hope to see 
everyone next month, June 6, 2010   (the first  Sunday of 
June so it does not conflict with the Golden West event) 
at our Yolo County Airport hangar.    

 
Photo by Tom Phelps 
_________________________________________________________ 
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 MAY (Partial) 
25 - Chapter 52 General Meeting at Sac Exec Airport 
JUNE 
06 - Pancake Breakfast at Yolo County Airport Hangar, starts 
at 0900 
08 - Chapter 52 Board Meeting at Sac Exec, 1930 
11-12-13 – Golden West Fly-In at Marysville 
29 - Chapter 52 General Meeting at Sac Exec, 1930 
JULY 
11 - Pancake Breakfast & Oshkosh sendoff at Yolo County 
Airport Hangar, starts at 0900 
13 - Chapter 52 Board Meeting at Sac Exec 1930 
AUGUST 
08 - Pancake Breakfast County Airport Hangar, 0900 
10 - Chapter 52 Board Meeting at Sac Exec, 1930 
31 – Chapter 52 General Meeting, Sac Exec, 1930 

 
General Meeting Notes 4/27/10  by Jamie Manalo (edited for 
condensation). Meeting called to order by Gill Wright  
 

Rick- Treasurer’s Report - $125 yolo county airport. $1800 for 
Dinner dance to lion’s gate. Jamie’s ticket $153, took $2000 
out $47k for the in the bank. 
 

Aluminum Overcast –  Gill Talking with McClellan, businesses 
involved. Talked with members about participating and going to 
dinner.  
 

Gill talked about scholarships with money we raised, could we 
put together a scholarship  that mirrors what EAA is doing with 
Young Eagles? Discussion followed, cash support?  
Incremental funding? Cost? EAA caps at $7500. Some 
discussion about mixed results with earlier attempts at this.  
Need to determine cash situation before discussion advances 
too much farther. 
 

Gala Dinner -  ticket sales running slowly. Nancy has been 
promoting with fliers and  FAA website mention.. We still need 
raffle / silent auction items. Rick went over payment options. 
Getting people to dress up in WW II motif. Guest speaker Neil 
and attendance qualifies toward WINGS program. Need 75 for 
minimum dinner sales, no near that as of meeting. Hoping 
members attend and invite friends.  Tickets to be sold at B-
17event. 
Golden West – John Gibson talked about Golden West and 
KidQwest and WBW.  John gave out the postcards and 
posters. 
 

Tom spoke about the food booth at the UC Davis Open house. 
Wanted to say thank you to all those that helped.  
 

Richard Dillbeck spoke about qualifications for and promotion 
of  Wright Brothers Master Pilot award and Charles Taylor 
Master Mechanic award.  May 24th – Aviation Maintenance 
Technician Day.  Mr. Dillbeck also described topic in 
presentation to members later in meeting. 
 

Rick presented framed certificate to Rolf (signed by Tom 
Poberezny at EAA).for his dedication to the newsletter. 
__________________________________________ 

E-Mail Newsletter 
If you would like your newsletter e-mailed to you, please send a 

request to catfxr1@yahoo.com  or commander.queeg@gmail.com .  
Getting your newsletter by e-mail saves the club postage and copying 
costs.  The Newsletter and other information can be found at the 
Chapter web site--- eaa52.org   
The newsletter and links to Chapter photo galleries are also posted at 
rfecht.blogspot.com   The new EAA Chapter Groups web page is at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/EAAChapter52/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAPTER 52 - POLICIES - MEETINGS - DUES 
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